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Introduction 

À basic anatomy and histology of oral cavity 

À what kind of lesions are biopsied 

À Dysplasia and grading systems 

À Benign things that look malignant 

À Malignant things that look benign 

À How do we get the message across to 

the guy/gal with the knife? 
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ÀLocation, location, location 
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ÀAlso expect biopsies from pigmented 

macules, plaques, striae, keratoses, 

polyps, ulcers and masses. Often no 

description! 

What do ñtheyò biopsy? 





Hypothetical model for head 

and neck carcinogenesis 
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Benign conditions that can 

look neoplastic clinically 

and/or histologically 





À Usually palate adjacent to a denture; candida typical but not 

always 

À May be associated with Rhomboid glossitis 

À Benign unlike veracious hyperplasia 

Papillary hyperplasia 


