Topics Covered by the Exam
Anything is fair game…

Basic Pathology

Emphasis has moved away from cellular biology and basic pathology but the exam assumes a sound knowledge in basic cellular processes and topics such as inflammation, healing, neoplasia etc.


Must know the pathology of the different organ systems, paediatric pathology, neuropathology, infectious diseases.


Understanding of genetic mutations with regard to neoplasia, also with relation to familial genetic syndromes with cancer association, e.g. HPC, BRCA, MEN.


Examined with respect to clinical knowledge, and to morphological features in a pathological specimen (cytology specimen or histology specimen (which may be post-mortem or frozen section)

Day-to-day Practice

Handling specimens

Cytology (from clinic to microscope)

Histology (including frozen section)



From arrival of specimen in lab to cut-up (e.g. block selection), microscopic interpretation, immunohistochemistry, diagnosis (with prognostic significance), relaying information to clinicians

Safety in the lab and the mortuary

Diagnostic Techniques, e.g. immunohistochemistry

Minimum Data Sets – for cut-up, reporting, prognostic information

TNM staging, also grading systems (e.g. Gleason)

SNOMED coding
Post-Mortems
Hospital vs Coroner’s PMs

Tissue retention 

Safety in the mortuary e.g. infectious cases

Interpreting post-mortem findings, including histology
Ancillary investigations

Screening Programme
Professional Standards

Clinical governance, EQA, audit, CPD etc., etc.
